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was obliged to yield as far as the Russians were
concerned, but he was infatuated with his plan
and merely substituted Austrians for Russians in
the fatal triangle. His chief of the staff, Langeron,
believed that here was a chance to carry off all the
honours in the great battle of the nations by out-
flanking the enemy.

The great battle began at last on October i6th
and resolved itself into four separate engagements:
Wachau, Connewitz, Lindenau and Mockern. At
Connewitz the criticisms made at the outset by
the Russian generals amply justified themselves in
practice. The bridge was soon barricaded and
the concealed sharpshooters inflicted enormous
damage on the Austrians, so that even as early as
eleven in the morning Schwarzenberg, who was
watching the operations, expressed his fear that
11 after all we shall not get through by way of
Connewitz." Merveldt, who was in command at
this point, had already lost two generals and 4000
men, while the advantage gained was purely
nominal. Schwarzenberg finally drew off a portion
of the troops sending them back and around in the
direction of Wachau, where they were much
needed. No conception of hell could be worse
than the spectacle which offered itself here at
Connewitz three days later when the troops in
pursuit of Napoleon were obliged to pass over the
same ground. "The road between the village
and the bridge," writes an officer, "was so thick
with dead combatants sunk in the deep morass,